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PART 1: READING

Read the text below and answer the questions that follow:

A group of scientists warned last week that Western overnments are serious imati

how.long their citizens are likely to live, This couldgcause problems for the llj:e:lltll‘llel\::;fl‘:atmd
pensions systems of the developed world. Until recently only a few specialist demog;aphers Tminw
tbat govements were underestimating lifc @Xpectancy. But the latest report on increasing average
hfespans will .be _difﬁcult to ignore. For many years scientists have been advising governments that
the increases in life expectancy over the past century, which saw typical British male lifespans rise
from' 48 years in 1901 to 75 years in 2000, and those of females from 49 to 80 years, wili not
continue. In the journal Science last week, however, two scientists from Cambridge and Rostock in
Germany state that life expectancy will probably go on increasing.

By comparing differences in life expectancy between the world's wealthier countries, they
conclude that as early as 2070 female life expectancy in the United States could be as high as 101
years. The official US forecast for 2070 is only 83.9 years. James Vaupel of the Max Planck
Institute for Demographic Research in Rostock, believes that a typical female baby born this year in
France or Japan — the two countries with the greatest life expectancy — already has a 50/50 chance
of living to be 100. The Science paper gives no forecast for Britain, but using the same
methodology, female life expectancy in Japan would reach 100 in 2060, and would reach 100 in
Britain in 2085.

If this is true, the study has implications not just for pensions but for healthcare and social services,
since there is no guarantee that average healthspan — the time people are free of chronic illness —
will also rise together with average lifespan. Government figures show that for men, life expectancy
went up from 70.9 to 74.6 between 1981 and 1997, but healthy life expectancy went up from 64.4 to
66.9.

A British MP has called for increased retirement ages. "If you look at life expectancy in 1948 when
the state pension was introduced, and take that as a reasonable length of time to receive a pension,
you would have a retirement age of 74 today instead of 65," he said.

Life expectancy is an average figure. In the 1880s many people lived to their 60s and 70s, but
almost a quarter of those born died before they were five. The maximum lifespan that any human
being has lived is currently 122. During the 20th century a number of scientists declared absolute
limits to life expectancy. In 1928 the US demographer, Louis Dublin, said that it was unlikely to
be more than 64.75 years. In 1990 demographers said it would never be more than 85 years . Six
years later, however, life expectancy for Japanese women passed this figure.

The official lower forecasts affect people's decisions about how much to save, and when to retire.
They also enable politicians to postpene difficult decisions about social security and medical care
systems.

Professor Alan Walker of Sheffield University, said the paper's conclusions were not news to him
but governments were not confronting these problems. "Politicians are now just beginning to
recognise the potential significance of increased life expectancy" he said.

" Question 1 — Main Idea (3 marks)

Which of the following best expresses the main idea of the paragraph indicated?

Paragraph 1 ; :
1. Western scientists are worried about growing old.

2: Old people are changing the world. ' :
3. Western governments face problems because of an aging population.
4. The dramatic increase in life expectancy in the last century.
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